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CLASSICAL GREEK & ROMAN SUBJECT CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
 
Gods & Goddesses

10 Zeus Jupiter 

11 Hera Juno 

12 Poseidon Neptune 

13 Demeter Ceres 

14 Aphrodite Venus 

15 Apollo Apollo 

16 Ares Mars 

17 Artemis Diana  
(includes Aktaion/Actaeon) 

18 Athena Minerva 

19 Dionysos Bacchus 

20 Hephaistos Vulcan 

21 Hermes Mercury 

22 Hestia Vesta 

23 Eros Cupid/Amor 

24 Underworld gods and figures: 
Charon, Hekate, Pluto/Hades/Dis (incl. Rape of Persephone/Proserpina), scenes from Tartarus 
(punishments of the damned) 

25 Cosmological gods: 
Boreas & other wind gods, Eos/Aurora, Helios/Sol, Selene/Luna 

26 Sea and River gods: 
Triton, Nereids and other water nymphs, River gods (Nile, Tiber, etc.) 

27 Foreign gods: 
Attis, Bes, Cybele/Magna Mater, Isis, Mithras, Serapis 

28 Personifications and Other Divine Groups: 
Charities/Graces, Muses, Nike/Victory, Provinces & Cities, Tyche, etc. 

29 Dionysiac Figures and Woodland gods: 
Ariadne, Centaurs, Hermaphrodite, Maenads, Pan, Satyrs, Fauns, Silenus, etc. 

30 Other gods and goddesses: 
includes divine figures not already covered, such as Asclepius and Hygeia, Leto 

 
Heroes & their Legends

31 Herakles/Hercules 
as a baby/child, the Labors (Nemean Lion, Hydra, Erymanthian Boar, Stymphalian Birds, Cretan 
Bull, Augean Stables, Ceryneian Hind, Mares of Diomedes, Cattle of Geryon, Hippolyta’s 
Cestos & the Amazons, Apples of Hesperides, Capture of Cerberus), other episodes 
(Antaios/Antaeus, Alcestis, Omphale, Hylas, rape of Auge), Nessus & rape of Deianeira, Death 
& apotheosis, introduction to Olympus 

32 Perseus 
Medusa, Andromeda 

33 Theseus 
youthful deeds on the road to Athens, slaying the Minotaur 

34 Bellerophon 
slaying the Chimaera 

35 Dioskouroi/Dioscuri  
Castor and Pollux 

36 Meleager & the Calydonian Boar Hunt 
Atalanta 

37 Jason 
Argonauts, Medea 

38 the Trojan War 
Achilles, Hector, Judgment of Paris, Sacrifice of Iphigenia, Misc. Trojan combats & fallen 
warriors, Ilioupersis (Fall of Troy) 
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39 Odysseus 
Polyphemos, Circe, Scylla & Charybdis, Journey to Underworld, Penelope & suitors 

40 Aeneas 
Dido, sow with piglets 

41 Foundation myths, “historical” legends 
Early kings of Athens (Erechtheus, Erichthonius, Cecrops) 
Roman legendary history (Romulus & Remus, Tarpeia, Marcus Curtius) 
Pergamene history (Telephos) 

42 Tiryns and Mycenae: the House of Atreus 
Agamemnon’s murder, Niobe, Orestes, Pelops 

43 Theban myths 
Cadmus; Dirce; Oedipus; Seven against Thebes, Amphiaraos, Eriphyle 

44 Cretan myths 
Daedalus & Icarus, Pasiphae & the wooden cow 

45 Amazons 
 
46 “Creation myths”  

Giants, Gigantomachy, Titans (Atlas, Prometheus, etc.), Pandora 
47 “Romances,” Rapes & Abductions 

Daphne, Europa, Ganymede, Io, Leda, Narcissus, etc. 
48 Other myths, mythological creatures (sphinxes, griffins), etc. 
 
49 Misc. groupings: divine assemblages, cult groups 
 
Human/Generic

5 Male portraits, identified 
52 Unidentified Male full length 

C. Children, youths 
E. Elderly 
F. Fine arts: Actors, Entertainers, Musicians 
G. Guises & role playing: unknown men as mythic figures 
M. Monarchs, rulers 
P. Philosophers, poets 
R. Religious figures, priests 
S. Sportsmen, Athletes, Hunters 
W. Warriors, soldiers 
X. Other figures 

53 Unidentified Male portrait HEADS/BUSTS 
Use schedule as above for 52. 

6 Female portraits, identified 
62 Unidentified Female full length 

C. Children, youths 
E. Elderly 
F. Fine arts: Actresses, Entertainers, Musicians 
G. Guises: unknown females as mythic figures 
M. Monarchs, rulers 
R. Religious figures, priestesses 
X. Other figures 

63 Unidentified Female portrait HEADS/BUSTS 
Use schedule as above for 62. 

7 Groups, identified 
7.5 Dynastic groups (separate identifiable sculpture in a single context, arranged by site, e.g. Augustan 

family group from the Fayum) 
70 Groups, unidentified 
71 Groupings: collection of sculpture in a single context, arranged by site  (separate sculptures 

originally displayed as a group in a known setting, e.g. Sperlonga, Lesser Attalid Monument in 
Pergamon, Dacian captives from Forum of Trajan) 

 
72-99 Follow GENERAL SUBJECT CLASSIFICATIONS, p.4 
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RELIGIOUS SUBJECT CLASSIFICATIONS 
(Judeo-Christian) 

 

10 General Old Testament Subjects 

11 Pentateuch (First 5 Books of Old Testament:  Genesis, Exodus [Moses], Leviticus,  
  Numbers, Deuteronomy) 

12 Historical Books (Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel I & II, Kings I & II (Samson), Chronicles I & II,  
  Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther) 

13 Poetical Books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon) 

14 Prophetical Books (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
  Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zeccariah, Malachi, Prophets 

and Sibyls) 

15 Apocrypha (not 16, 17, or 18) 
16 Judith 
17 Tobit 
18 Susanna 

19 

20 General New Testament Subjects 

21 Life of Christ, series 

22 Birth and Boyhood of Christ (Presentation at Temple, Adoration of the Magi, Flight/Rest 
  into Egypt, Massacre of Innocents) 

23 Public Ministry of Christ (Baptism, testimonial actions, model of behavior in public) 

24 Miracles, Transfiguration 

25 Parables and Ministry (verbal ministry, sermons) 

26 Passion (Crucifixion, etc.) 

27 Resurrection (Noli me tangere, Christ at Emmaus & other appearances) 

28 Paintings of Christ, Holy Trinity, Pantocrator, Holy Father 

29 Apocryphal, Legendary (Christ in Limbo, Revelations) 

30 General Life of Virgin or Saints (series, rarely used)/ Virgin of… 

31 Life of Virgin: Joachim & Anna, Birth, Presentation, Annunciation, Visitation) 

32 Death, Assumption & Coronation of the Virgin 

** Common Cutter letters for Saints: 

A Ambrogio 
An Andrew 
Ant Anthony 
B Bartholomew 
G George 
J Joseph 
Je Jerome 
Jo John Evangelist 
M Mark 
Ma Matthew 
ME Mary of Egypt 
MM Mary Magdalene 
Pa Paul 
Pe Peter 
S Sebastian 
Si Simon 

33 Madonna or Madonna & Child alone 

34 Madonna & Child with Saints, Angels, etc. 

35 Holy Family or Sacra Conversazione 

36 Angels, Archangels, etc. 

37 St. John the Baptist 

38 Saints, Golden Legend, Martyrs, Evangelist, Apostles,  
  (Mystic Marriage of St. Catherine)** 

38.3 Monks, priest, nuns (non-Saints)  
  whose lives were dedicated to the Church 

39 Apocryphal and General (Last Judgment,  
  Apocalypse, Pentecost, Disputa, Paradise) 
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GENERAL SUBJECT CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
4 Classical Mythology/ Pagan Deities 
41 History 
42 Fresco & Sculpture Series (involving more than one subject) – IN SITU: See Architecture 
43 Altars, Triptychs & Diptychs (only when they involve more than one subject; if single panel altar, 

use other subject #’s) 
44 Legends & Fables (not Classical) 
45 Subjects from Literature (not Biblical, mythological or fables) 
46 Allegories and Symbols (Victory, Sphinx, Charms, Fetishes, etc.) 
47 Dreams, Fantasies 
48 Love making, procuring, weddings, courtships, brides 
49 Satire & caricatures, propaganda, political/social themes 
 
5 Portraits of Men, identified (for self-portraits, no letter follows the "5"; the date of the picture may 

follow, e.g., 5/95.  If self-portrait is undated, use the 4th line for description abbreviation)  
50 Portraits of Men, unidentified 
51 Male nudes 
52 Masks, headdresses, helmets 
 
6 Portraits of Women, identified 
60 Portraits of Women, unidentified 
61 Female nudes 
 
7 Portraits of groups, identified 
70 Portraits of groups, unidentified  (also: misc. mixed studies of either sex = 70M) 
71 Groups of nudes of both sexes 
72 Genre: People in interiors 
73 Genre: People in exteriors 
74 Workers, Professional people (represented as such), shops 
75 Scenes in Cafes, Brothels, Inns (Festivals & Kermesses), Fetes 
76 Scenes in Theatre or Circus (or decorations for either) Sets 
77 Ballet, Dance, Musicians, Musical Instruments, Opera, Masks, Festival Headresses/Costumes, 

Acrobats 
78 People in artist' studios, art dealers, collectors, gallery installation 
79 Physical Exercise, Games, Sports 
 
8 Landscape or Marines 
81 Architectural Interiors 
82 Architectural Exteriors, ruins, exterior ornamentation 
83 Crosses, Vestments, Religious panels, religious processions, Baptisms, reliquaries, caskets, 

chalices, scepters 
84 Fonts, pulpits, Cantoria or other church interior furnishings, shrines, capitals not in situ 
85 Tombs, sarcophagi (S) 
86 Fountains 
87 Monuments 
88 Industrial: Trains, Factories, Cars, Transportation, Sewers, Ships, Expos 
89 Animal Races, Horsemen, Horsewomen 
 
9 Animals 
90 Hunting, Fishing, Animal fights (e.g. Bull Fights), War, Combat, Weapons, Revolutions 
91 Still-life 
92 Story Series (all series) by artist, sketchbooks, murals, film stills 
93 Machinery, parts 
94 Abstract, Dada, Surrealism, Assemblage, Mixed-Media, collage, montage, environments, 

earthworks, Cubism, Pop, Op, conceptualism, installations 
95 Miscellaneous decorative panels, doors, screens, columns, fireplaces, floors 
96 Ornamental: designs, floral, etc., book covers, medals, shields, coat of Arms 
97 Book and Magazine illustration, cartoons, posters, cards, letters, collateral material not limited to a 

specific work, Advertisements, billboards, exhibition literature, postcard 
98 Ship figure heads 
99 Domestic Furnishings, accessories, equipment(cameras), scientific documentation, some Minor 

Arts 
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999 Collateral (not specific to a work of art) i.e., fireworks, designs… 


